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SYNOPSIS 

The peculiar genus Stenomicra Coquillett, hitherto referred by leading dipterists to six different 
families, has barely been mentioned as occurring in the Ethiopian Region. Eight species are here 
recognized and keyed, seven of them new: rufithorax, stuckenbergi , deemingi, nigricolor (from Reunion) 
trimaculata, uniconspicua, and biconspicua. One new generic synonym is recorded: Neoscaptomyza 
Seguy, originally described as a drosophilid. 

The peculiar genus Stenomicra Coquillett has had a varied history. Coquillett 
(1900) described it in the Drosophilidae, but Sturtevant (1921) considered that it 
was probably a geomyzid. Malloch (1927), the first to add species to Coquillett’s 
monobasic genus, did not reach a definite conclusion on the family assignment; he 
left it in a complex containing the Drosophilidae and Asteiidae, while noting some 
resemblance to the Anthomyzidae. In 1929, Czerny described Podocera as a new 
genus of Periscelidae, but Hendel (1931) recognized it as a synonym of Stenomicra 
and stated that the genus was best placed in the Asteiidae. In 1932, Malloch concluded 
that it belonged in the Drosophilidae. Curiously, it has just been discovered that a 
genus from Kenya placed in Drosophilidae, Neoscaptomyza Seguy (1938), is a synonym 
of Stenomicra. Collin’s (1944) genus Diadelops in the Anthomyzidae, established for 
a new species from England with a later species (1951) from Fiji, was recognized as 
Stenomicra by Sturtevant (1954). The latter author placed Stenomicra in the Antho¬ 
myzidae, as did Hennig (1956, 1958), followed by Sabrosky (1965). Later, Hennig 
(1971) referred the genus to the small family Aulacigastridae, and with this I concur. 
However, I must note that Griffiths (1972) has expressed doubt that Aulacigastridae 
is the correct assignment; although he admits that the evidence is inconclusive, he 
believes that the male genital structures suggest the Anthomyzidae. 

Stenomicra is composed of species of tiny, usually pale, slender, delicate flies that 
have long escaped observation even though they occur in all faunal regions and may 
be common. The genus was established by Coquillett for a single species from Puerto 
Rico. Additional species were not described until 1927, when Malloch described' 
three new species from Australia, the Philippines, and Hawaii. Under other generic 
names, as now known, Czerny (1929) added a species from Sri Lanka (possibly a 
synonym of Malloch’s fascipennis ), Seguy (1938) a species from Kenya, and Collin 
(1944, 1951) two species from England and from Fiji (the latter also a probable 
synonym of fascipennis). As Stenomicra , Hennig (1956) described three species from 
Costa Rica, and Sabrosky (1965) three from Japan, Malaya, and Nepal. In summary, 
considering the probable synonymy, the genus Stenomicra now consists of twelve 
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described species, to which are here added seven new species from the Ethiopian 
region. I have before me also a number of undescribed New World species, and no 
doubt many other species of these easily overlooked flies will eventually be found. 

Sabrosky (1965), in a paper on the Asiatic species of Stenomicra, analysed the genus 
and presented a detailed generic description. The Ethiopian species included in this 
paper all agree with that description, and it will not be repeated here. The form of 
the head is distinctive (cf. figs 1, 2), with a snoutlike vibrissal angle that bears a pair 
of porrect and slightly dorsoclinate and divergent bristles that may not be true vibris- 
sae; I have termed them ‘pseudovibrissae’. The wing venation (figs 3-7), although 
suggestive of Anthomyzidae, will also help in recognition. Other peculiarities are the 
absence of ocellar bristles on the small ocellar triangle that is located almost midway 
on the frons, and the proclinate inner vertical bristles that are widely separated from 
the outer verticals, so much so that some have considered them to be postverticals. 
Resemblances to the Anthomyzidae will be found in the slender and elongate body 
and wings, the strongly developed postscutellum, and the long 2nd vein (R 2 + 3 ). 

Hendel (1931), who recognized correctly that Podocera was a synonym of Steno¬ 
micra , considered that the former could be maintained as a subgenus of Stenomicra 
on the basis of the wing venation, notably the long 2nd vein. Although 1 did not 
recognize subgenera in my 1965 paper, which dealt with only four species, the con¬ 
sistency of a certain group of characters in the many species now before me leads me 
to adopt Hendel’s suggestion. At the subgeneric level, Neoscaptomyza and Diadelops 
are synonyms of Podocera. 1 do not believe that Podocera is entitled to generic rank, 
however, in view of the fundamental similarity of its species to those of Stenomicra 
s. str., and the range of proportions in some venational characters. I shall be greatly 
surprised if we do not later find species with different combinations of the chaetotactic 
and venational characters upon which the two subgenera are based. Most of the 
species of Stenomicra s. str. have the wings hyaline and without whitish areas, but 
there are striking exceptions, such as S. argentata Sabrosky from Malaya. Conversely, 
in the subgenus Podocera many of the species have distinctive patterns of white areas 
on the wings, but some have the wings chiefly hyaline, with white confined to a short 
basal area. 

Several species of Stenomicra have been recorded as swept from grasses, among 
other types of collecting, and that may be significant. Dr Brian Stuckenberg of the 
Natal Museum has kindly informed me (in litt.) that, ‘It has been our experience that 
Stenomicra species always live in grass, a habitat to which their elongate body shape 
and colouring are well adapted. They have a curious ability to run in any direction— 
equally well sideways or backwards as forwards—and this makes them easy to dis¬ 
tinguish in the sweep-net.’ 

Genus Stenomicra Coquillett 

Stenomicra Coquillett, 1900: 262. Type-species: S. angustata Coquillett, by original designation, 
Podocera Czerny, 1929: 93. Type-species: P. ramifera Czerny, by monotypy. 

Neoscaptomyza Seguy, 1938: 347. Type-species: N. bicolor Seguy, by original designation. N. syn. 
Diadelops Collin, 1944: 265. Type-species: D. delicata Collin, by monotypy. 

Generic description: see Sabrosky, 1965: 211-212. 

Key to Stenomicra species of the Ethiopian Region 
1. Second vein ending well before apex of wing, the 3rd costal sector several times 
the length of 4th sector (fig. 3); discal cell relatively short, crossveins close together, 
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the fore crossvein (r-m) opposite § the length of the cell, the hind crossvein 
several times its length from margin of wing; preorbital bristles short and weak 
(fig. 1); postvertical hairs present, divergent (Stenomicra s. str.).2 

- Second vein long, ending near apex of wing, the 3rd costal sector shorter than 

4th (figs 4-7); discal cell relatively long, broadened distally, crossveins well 
separated, the fore crossvein approximately opposite middle of discal cell; pre¬ 
orbital bristles strong, long or moderately so (fig. 2); postverticals absent 
(Stenomicra, subgenus Podocera) .3 

2. Genital segments in both sexes black.rufithorax sp. n. 

- Genital segments in both sexes yellow.stuckenbergi sp. n. 

3. Disc of wing hyaline, without conspicuous white areas other than subbasal 

whitish band (fig. 4); halteres whitish yellow.4 

- Wing with conspicuous white bands over crossveins (figs 5-7); knobs of halteres 

black or dark brown.6 

4. Thorax entirely black.5 

- Thorax ventrally yellow, including sterno- and hypopleuron, and sometimes 

lower margin of meso- and pteropleuron; wing with stigma at juncture of 1st 
vein and costa; hind tibia yellow, hind femur infuscated on distal . 

deemingi sp. n. 

5. Hind tibia infuscated on proximal hind femur infuscated distally; inner 

vertical bristles and strong, proclinate inner verticals black.nigricolor sp. n. 

- Hind tibia yellow; hind femur infuscated on distal outer vertical bristles 

glistening yellow; proclinate inner vertical bristles pale and weak. 

bicolor (Seguy) 

6. White bands over crossveins not extending anterior to 3rd vein (fig. 5). 

trimaeulata sp. n. 

- One or both white bands extending distinctly anterior to 3rd vein, into sub¬ 
marginal cell.7 

7. Only the white band over fore crossvein extending anterior to 3rd vein (fig. 6) 

uniconspieua sp. n. 

- Both white bands over crossveins extending anterior to 3rd vein (fig. 7). 

biconspicua sp. n. 


Stenomicra rufithorax Sabrosky sp. n. 

Yellow species with reddish mesonotum and black genital segments. 

$. Predominantly yellow; head yellow, ocellar triangle and arista black, antenna 
orange yellow with 3rd segment apically infuscated. Mesonotum rusty reddish, 
blackish toward sides as supraalar and intraalar stripes which sometimes fuse anteriorly 
as a large presutural spot on each side; scutellum reddish to reddish black basally, 
yellow apically; pleuron chiefly yellow, with broad reddish black stripe across upper 
side of mesopleuron and ending on pteropleuron; postscutellum reddish black; 
abdominal terga predominantly black, the 2nd, and 5th and 6th in part, yellow, 
epandrium black; legs yellow with distal segment of each tarsus brown to blackish; 
wings yellow hyaline without trace of whitish areas, veins pale yellow; halteres whitish 
yellow; bristles pale to dark brown, pseudovibrissae and peristomal bristles black. 

Frons with width at vertex slightly greater than its length and 1,6 times the width 
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of an eye; ocellar triangle well in advance of rim of vertex but not up to middle of 
frons; eye in profile strongly diagonal, showing large area of lower occiput; inner 
and outer vertical bristles strong, about equal in length, both slightly shorter than 
the strong orbitals; postverticals fine and hairlike, divergent; orbital bristles long and 
strong, the preorbitals short, weak, and hairlike; porrect pseudovibrissae strong, 
each followed by a row of four strong ppristomal bristles, with some weaker hairlike 
bristles (fig. 1). Mesonotum with two pairs of dorsocentral bristles, the foremost on 
each side preceded by a row of hairs decreasing in length anteriorly; the usual single 
median row of acrostical hairs; presutural bristle well developed, only slightly less 
so than the 1 + 1 notopleurals; meso- and pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore 
femur slightly enlarged, with two strong posteroventral bristles on distal half. 

Wing as figured (fig. 3), 2nd vein only moderately shortened, 3rd costal sector five 
to six times the length of 4th sector; fore crossvein opposite | the length of discal 
cell; distance between crosssveins slightly over ij the distance from hind crossvein to 
wing margin measured along 5th vein. 

$. As described for male, but abdomen seemingly more variable in colour pattern, 
although teneral condition makes positive statements difficult; 7th visible tergum 
black and 5th and 6th yellow, as in male. 

Length of body and of wing, 1,5-1,75 mm. 

Holotype male, NIGERIA: Membilla Plateau, Ngel Nyaki, 28 Nov.-3 Dec. 1968, 
in overgrown cocoyam plots in village (J. C. Deeming). Allotype, N. Nigeria: Zaria, 
Samaru, 2 June 1971 (J. C. Deeming). Paratypes: Cote d’Ivoire: ?, ‘Lamto’,* Bandama, 
22 Feb. 1971 (D. Lachaise). E. Nigeria: <$, Obudu Plat, Cattle Ranch, 28 April 1972 
(J. L. Musa), and $, Obudu, se. State, 23 March 1971 (J. T. Medler). N. Nigeria: 2 
Zaria, Samaru, 6 June 1971 (Deeming). W. Nigeria: 3 $$, Ibadan, 22 July 1968, and 
cj, Ibadan, 16 Jan. 1966 (J. C. Deeming). Holotype, allotype and paratypes in the 
U.S. National Museum of Natural History, Type No. 73274, by courtesy of the 
collector; paratypes, Nigeria, in British Museum (Nat. Hist.) and the Institute for 
Agricultural Research, Samaru ; paratype from Cote d’Ivoire in the Museum National 
d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris. 

The description is drawn chiefly from the holotype, which is in unusually good 
condition for a specimen of this genus. 

The species of Stenomicra s. str., with shortened 2nd vein, short and weak pre¬ 
orbitals, and hyaline wings, are all very similar in general appearance, and difficult to 
separate. Of the seven species known, including the new species herein described, 
four have black genital segments in both sexes, and three have yellow. The four with 
black terminalia are angustata Coquillett from Puerto Rico, australis Malloch from 
Queensland, orientalis Malloch from Hawaii, and rufithorax, new species. S. angustata 
has the 2nd vein considerably shorter than in the other species, the 3rd costal sector 
eight times the length of the 4th sector. In 5. orientalis Malloch, the mesonotum and 
scutellum are entirely black and the pleuron chiefly so. S. australis Malloch is charac¬ 
terized by the distinctively two-banded abdomen, with terga 1 and 2 yellow, 3 dark 
brown, 4 weakly so along posterior margin, 5 and 6 yellow, and 7 black. 

* ‘Lamto’, an acronym derived from the names of Laboratory Directors Lamotte and Toumier, 
is a laboratory located slightly south of the centre of the country at a point where savanna projects 
into forest, north of the fork of the river Bandama, and north of the town of Tombo and east of 
Bouafle. 
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The specific name is a compound noun, from Latin rufus + thorax, signifying ‘red 
thorax’. 

Stenomicra stuckenbergi Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Pale yellow species with shortened 2nd vein and yellow genital segments. 

<J. Almost entirely yellow; frons whitish yellow with black ocellar triangle; anterna 
orange yellow, 3rd segment apically infuscated and arista black; mesonotum darker 
than sides, brownish or blackish outside dorsocentral lines leaving a broad median 
yellow stripe, the whole subshining, thinly grey tomentose; scutellum likewise infus¬ 
cated laterally and yellowish mesally; abdomen predominantly yellow, including Ihe 
epandrium, apparently some infuscation on terga 3-5; legs teneral but apparently 
distal segment of each tarsus brownish; wing hyaline, veins yellow to pale brownish, 
no trace of the whitish subbasal band found in many species; halteres whitish yellow; 
bristles pale to dark brown, the pseudovibrissae black. 

Frons as usual, width at vertex about equal its length and 1,5 times the width of an 
eye; ocellar triangle slightly in advance of rim of vertex but not centred on frons as 
in many species of the genus; eye in profile strongly diagonal, showing large area of 
lower occiput; inner and outer vertical bristles both strong, the former slightly shorter; 
postverticals present, fine and hairlike, widely divergent; orbital bristles long and 
strong, the preorbitals short, weak and hairlike; porrect pseudovibrissae exceptionally 
strong, followed by one weak and three strong peristomal bristles. Mesonotum with 
one pair of dorsocentral bristles, each bristle preceded by a row of dorsocentral hairs 
decreasing in length anteriorly, but the hindmost of these so well developed that it 
might be called.a 2nd dorsocentral; the usual single acrostical row of hairs on anterior 
half of mesonotum; presutural bristle moderately well developed, only a little shorter 
than the 1 + 1 notopleurals; meso- and pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore femur 
slightly enlarged, with at least one strong posteroventral bristle on distal half. 

Wing relatively slender, venation approximately as figured for rufthorax (cf. fig. 3); 
3rd sector of costa slightly over four times length of 4th sector; fore crossvein opposite 
| the length of discal cell; distance between crossveins equal to slightly over \ distance 
from crossvein to wing margin measured along 5th vein. 

$. As described for male, except abdomen entirely yellow; in addition to pseudovibris¬ 
sae, six peristomal bristles on left and four on right. 

Length of body and of wing, 1,5 mm. 

Holotype male, SOUTH AFRICA: Dhlinza Forest, Eshowe, Zululand, 5-6 April 
1960 (B. & P. Stuckenberg). In Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg. Allotype, South 
Africa: Port St Johns, 14 Feb. 1974, Malaise trap (A. B. Gurney). In the U.S. National 
Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C. 

The three species of Stenomicra s. str. (cf. discussion under S. rufithorax) with yellow 
genital segments are stuckenbergi, angustiforceps Sabrosky from Nepal, and flavida 
Hennig from Costa Rica. The last-named species is much different, with a longer than 
usual 2nd vein, shining orange yellow body, and conspicuous stripe of silvery toment- 
tum across the upper half of the mesopleuron. S. angustiforceps, characterized by 
slender and elongate surstyli, differs slightly in wing venation (cf. fig. 3 in Sabrosky 
1965) but otherwise is very similar to stuckenbergi. 

I am pleased to dedicate this species to my friend Brian Stuckenberg of the Natal 
Museum, who is contributing so much to the study of Diptera of the Ethiopian Region. 
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Stenomicra deeming! Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Black, grey tomentose, with pleuron yellow on lower half; wing faintly yellowish 
hyaline, with usual white subbasal band. 

(J. Frons posteriorly and back of head black in ground colour, the frons bright grey 
tomentose; face, epistoma, cheeks, and antennae yellow, epistomal area bright 
whitish tomentose, 3rd antennal segment with roundish brown spot at base of black 
arista. Mesonotum, scutellum, postscutellum, and upper half of pleuron black in 
ground colour, dull to subshining, grey or brown-grey tomentose, mesonotum between 
dorsocentral lines and scutellum bright grey tomentose, that on mesonotum appearing 
as a broad grey stripe between the darker sides; lower half of pleuron, including 
sterno- and hypopleuron and sometimes lower edges of meso- and pteropleuron 
yellow; abdomen, including the large and subshining epandrium, predominantly 
yellow, tergum 1 brown to black, tergum 2 yellow dorsally and narrowly black on 
sides, and terga 3 to 5 or 6 brown to black on sides, the infuscation most conspicuous 
on terga 3-4 as broad basal bands that are incomplete dorsally on midline; legs 
yellow, hind femur brown on distal J, and distal segment of each tarsus brown; 
wing hyaline, pale yellowish tinted except for subbasal white band; veins yellow, the 
crossveins appearing white at some angles, apical section of 1st vein and opposite 
part of costa, beyond the costal break, dark brown, forming a weak stigma; halteres 
whitish yellow; all bristles brown to black except for whitish yellow inner and outer 
vertical bristles. 

Width of frons at vertex 1,5-1,7 times the width of an eye, about 0,40 times width 
of head, and approximately equal to its length at midline; ocellar triangle small, 
well in advance of rim of vertex and nearly centred on frons; in profile, eye diagonal 
as usual; outer vertical bristles long and strong, proclinate inner verticals short and 
weak, hairlike; postverticals absent; reclinate orbitals strong, subequal to outer 
verticals, the preorbitals erect, long and strong, slightly weaker than orbitals but 
obviously much longer and stronger than inner verticals; two strong and four or 
five weaker peristomal bristles in addition to the porrect pseudovibrissae. Mesonotum 
with one pair of dorsocentral bristles, and before each the usual dorsocentral row 
of setae, decreasing in length anteriorly; a few hairs on anterior half of mesonotum 
in a single median acrostical row; presutural bristles weak and hairlike, like the 
humeral, scarcely evident; meso- and pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore femur 
with two strong posteroventral bristles on distal half. 

Wing similar to that of S. nigricolor (c£. fig. 4), the submarginal cell not greatly 
broadened, equal to or barely wider than greatest width of 1st posterior cell and 
about 1,3 times the width of marginal cell; 3rd costal sector slightly longer, about 
0,7 times the length of 4th sector; discal cell and 5th vein about same as in nigricolor ; 
hind crossvein at right angles to 5th vein. 

As described for male except as follows: Head entirely black, grey to whitish grey 
tomentose; abdomen more extensively yellow dorsally, only tergum 1 and extreme 
edges of terga 2-5 black, in most specimens the black showing above only as a narrow 
lateral line, in a few the black invading dorsum on tergum 3 as a basal band like that 
of male. 

Length of body and of wing, 1,5 mm. 

Holotype male and allotype, N. NIGERIA: Maska Fish Farm, 15 Nov. 1970 (J. C. 
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Deeming). Paratypes: N. Nigeria (all collected J. C. Deeming except as noted): 
3 1 $, same data as holotype: $, Zaria Province, Dumbi Wood, 26 Oct. 1969; $, 

2 $?, Zaria, Samaru, 27 Aug. 1971 (<?), 31 Aug. 1966, and 24 Sept. 1969 on cotton 
(D. J. de B. Lyon); 2 <&?> 3 $?, Zaria, Samaru, 18 Aug. 1971. W. Nigeria: cJ,Ibadan. 
22 July 1968. Nigeria: $, 10 mi. n. M. §amari, Iwe State, 30 Mar. 1970, 914 m (J.T. 
Medler). Ruanda: $, Ruhengeri (riv. Penge), 1 800-1 825 m, 29 Sept. 1934 (G. F. de 
Witte, 664). Holotype, allotype, and paratypes in U.S. National Museum of Natural 
History, Type No. 73275, by courtesy of the collector; paratypes, Nigeria, in British 
Museum (Nat. Hist.), and the Institute for Agricultural Research, Samaru; paratype 
from Ruanda in the Musee Royal de l’Afrique Centrale, Tervuren, Belgium. 

This species is readily distinguished from other known species with long 2nd vein 
and hyaline wings by having the lower half of the pleuron yellow or reddish yellow. 
The others, S. bicolor from Kenya, S. nigricolor , sp. n. from Reunion, and S. albibasis 
from Japan, have the thorax entirely black. The adequate series in good condition — 
a rather unusual thing in these small and delicate flies—also demonstrates a distinct 
sexual dimorphism in the colour of the head. Because so many available specimens 
of Stenomicra are teneral, one can seldom reach definite conclusions on such characters. 

I take pleasure in naming this species for my friend John C. Deeming, who has 
collected and prepared many excellent specimens of Diptera, contributing greatly to 
the study of the insects of Nigeria. 

Stenomicra nigricolor Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Black, grey tomentose species with predominantly black abdomen; wings dusky, 
hyaline. 

<J, $. Head predominantly, thorax except yellowish tip of scutellum, and abdomen 
except narrow incisures, black, dull to subshining, finely dark grey tomentose, the 
mesonotum evenly infuscated without median bright grey stripe but possibly dis¬ 
coloured; face, epistoma, cheek, antennae, and proboscis yellow; all bristles and aristae 
black; legs chiefly yellow, hind femur distally, proximal 4-5 of hind tibia, and at least 
distal segment of all tarsi blackish; wings hyaline, lightly browned, whitish on narrow 
base, veins yellowish, the wing without conspicuous white spots, but in some lights 
the hind crossvein whitish; halteres whitish yellow. 

Frons nearly square, width at vertex 1,5 times the width of an eye; ocellar triangle 
small, set well forward from rim of vertex but not quite midway on frons; in profile, 
the eye diagonal, revealing a broad area of lower occiput; inner and outer vertical 
bristles strong, the inner shorter but still strong and distinct; postverticals absent; 
orbital bristles as strong as outer verticals, reclinate and slightly divergent, the pre¬ 
orbital as strong as inner vertical, erect and slightly mesoclinate; two strong and 
three short, weak and hairlike peristomal bristles, in addition to the porrect pseudo- 
vibrissae. Mesonotum with one pair of strong dorsocentral bristles, each bristle 
preceded by a row of setae decreasing in length anteriorly; a single median acrostical 
row of setae that are about equal in length to the dorsocentral setae; presutural bristle 
shorter than the 1 + 1 notopleural bristles but still moderately strong and distinct; 
meso- and pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore femur with two long posteroventral 
bristles on distal half. Male epandrium rather large and convex, shining, thinly 
tomentose. 
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Wing as figured (fig. 4), 2nd vein long, curving parallel to costa and ending nearly 
in apex of wing, 3rd sector of costa barely over half the length of 2nd; discal cell 
moderately long and crossveins well separated, fore crossvein opposite middle of 
discal cell, hind crossvein slightly diagonal, the lower distal angle of discal cell slightly 
acute; penultimate sector of 5th vein slightly curved, the discal cell moderately 
widening distad; hind crossvein approximately equal in length to ultimate sector 
of 5th vein and or less the length of penultimate sector of 4th vein. 

Length of body and of wing, 1,5 mm. 

Holotype male and allotype, REUNION: Foret de Bebour, 26 Jan. 1955; paratype 
female, same locality, 22-26 Jan. 1955. Institut Scientifique de Madagascar. I am 
indebted to M. L. Matile of the Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France, 
for the loan of the material. Holotype and allotype returned to M. Matile, one 
paratype in the U.S. National Museum of Natural History. 

The black head and thorax and black bristles are reminiscent of S. albibasis Sabrosky 
from Japan, but that species has predominantly yellow abdomen, yellow legs, and 
shorter and broader discal cell (Sabrosky 1965: fig. 1). The only other species of 
subgenus Podocera with black head and thorax and hyaline wing is S. bicolor (Seguy) 
from Kenya, which is distinguished from nigricolor in the present key. 

The specific name is a compound noun, from the Latin niger + color, signifying 
‘black colour’. 


Stenomicra bicolor (Seguy), n. comb. 

Neoscaplomyza bicolor Seguy, 1938: 348 (Kenya). 

Black, grey tomentose species, the abdomen yellowish distally; wing yellowish 
hyaline. 

$. Head predominantly, entire thorax, and basal half of abdomen, black, dull to 
subshining, dark grey to brownish grey tomentose; head somewhat yellowish on 
frons anteriorly, parafacials, and cheeks anteriorly; antennae and proboscis yellow; 
aristae black; bristles brown to blackish except for whitish yellow inner and outer 
verticals; mesonotum blackish grey on sides, outlining a broad stripe of bright grey 
tomentum between the dorsocentral lines; thoracic bristles and hairs brown; abdomen 
with terga 4-7 predominantly yellow, narrowly black on sides, the terminalia entirely 
yellow; legs yellow, only distal £ of hind femur and distal segments of all tarsi blackish; 
wing yellowish hyaline, white basally, the veins yellow, apical portion of 1st vein and 
opposite part of costa, beyond the costal break, dark brown, forming a weak stigma; 
halteres whitish yellow. 

Frons slightly collapsed but probably nearly square, its width at vertex about 1,5 
times an eye; ocellar triangle small, set well forward from rim of vertex, nearly centred 
on frons; eye large, diagonal as seen in profile, leaving a broad area of lower occiput 
and a relatively broad area below the eye, width of latter area equal to length of 3rd 
antennal segment; outer vertical bristles long and strong, proclinate inner verticals 
short and weak, almost hairlike; postverticals absent; orbital bristles long and strong, 
subequal to outer verticals, the erect and slightly mesoclinate preorbitals nearly as 
long and strong as orbitals, and twice the length of weak inner vertical bristles; two 
strong and 3-4 weak peristomal bristles in addition to the pseudovibrissae. Mesono¬ 
tum with one pair of dorsocentral bristles, each bristle preceded by a row of setae 
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decreasing in length anteriorly; a single median row of short acrostical setae on 
anterior half of mesonotum; presutural and notopleural bristles missing, but the 
sockets indicate strong bristles; meso- and pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore 
femur with two long posteroventral bristles on distal half. 

Wing almost as figured and described for nigricolor (cf. fig. 4), but 3rd costal sector 
slightly longer, § the length of 4th sector; submarginal cell broader, maximum width 
1,5 times width of marginal cell; penultimate sector of 5th vein rather strongly curved 
and discal cell broad distally, but hind crossvein only half the length of ultimate 
sector of 5th vein. 

Length of body, 1,75 mm; of wing, 2,25 mm. 

Holotype female, KENYA: Elgon Saw Mill, Mt Elgon, East slope, Camp II, 2 470 m, 
December. Type in the Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 

Additional records: female, ‘Congo beige: P.N.A./Mt Sesero, pres Bitashimva/ 
(Bambous) 2 000 m. 1 au 2-8-1934 G. F. de Witte: 505’ Musee Royal de l’Afrique 
Centrale, Tervuren, Belgium. 

The holotype was examined through the courtesy of Dr L. Tsacas of the Paris 
Museum and Dr Brian Cogan of the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), the latter having 
recognized it correctly as a species of Stenomicra. It agrees perfectly with my detailed 
generic diagnosis (Sabrosky 1965). The above description was drawn from the 
holotype. 

This species and S. nigricolor are very similar but with several obvious differences. 
In nigricolor, the hind tibia is black on the basal 4th to 3rd, the abdomen is pre¬ 
dominantly black, including the genital segments, all cephalic bristles are black, and 
the inner vertical bristles are strong. In bicolor, the hind tibia is entirely yellow, the 
abdomen is distally predominantly yellow, including all yellow genital segments, 
both outer and inner vertical bristles are yellow, and the inner vertical bristles are 
weak. The distally yellow abdomen and the wing resemble S. albibasis Sabrosky from 
Japan, also known only from the female, but that species has entirely yellow femora 
and tibiae, and black head. 

Stenomicra trimaculata Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Mesonotum blackish in ground colour, with broad median stripe of silvery grey 
tomentum; wing with three white bands, those over the crossveins ending abruptly 
at 3rd vein. 

$. Brown to blackish above on body, yellow below and on head; frons light yellow, 
silvery grey tomentose in certain lights; face, epistoma and cheeks deep yellow; antenna 
yellow, 3rd segment infuscated apically and on outer surface, arista black. Mesono¬ 
tum, scutellum except yellow apex, postscutellum, and broad stripe across upper 
pleuron brown to blackish in ground colour, heavily grey tomentose, the mesonotum 
with broad median stripe of silvery grey tomentum between dorsocentral lines and 
extending over scutellum; remainder of pleuron yellow. Abdominal terga 1-6 chiefly 
shining brown, narrowly white along posterior margins, and 2-6 broadly yellow 
mesally, the yellow appearing as a median stripe on abdomen; sterna predominantly 
blackish but broadly whitish along posterior margins; terminal segments and epan- 
drium yellowish above, dark brown on sides and below, the extent of dark colour 
apparently depending on maturity of specimen. Legs yellow; hind tibia infuscated 
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on basal mid tibia more narrowly so; distal segment of each tarsus infuscated. 
Wing (fig. 5) chiefly hyaline, lightly infuscated on median stripe that is interrupted 
by whitish bands or bars over the crossveins and a subbasal white band or blotchlike 
spot; knob of haltere infuscated, stalk yellow. Bristles yellowish to brown except for 
black pseudovibrissae and peristomal bristles. 

Frons slightly longer than broad, its width at vertex 1,6 times that of an eye; ocellar 
triangle small, far forward from rim of vertex and nearly midway on frons, the median 
ocellus almost opposite bases of large orbital bristles; in profile, eye diagonal as 
usual, showing broad area of lower occiput; outer vertical bristles long and strong, 
proclinate inner verticals short and weak, hairlike; postverticals absent; orbital 
bristles reclinate, strong, about equal to outer verticals, the slightly mesoclinate 
preorbital bristles well developed, almost as long and strong as orbitals; porrect 
pseudovibrissae strong as usual, each followed posteriorly by one weak, two strong. 


8 


9 


10 



h^ 


Figs 8-10. Left surstylus of Stenomicra 
trimaculata (8), uniconspicua (9) 
and biconspicua (10). 


and two or three weak peristomal bristles (fig. 2), the two strong peristomals black 
and conspicuous, the weak ones pale, hairlike and inconspicuous. 

Mesonotum with one pair of dorsocentral bristles and usual row of short dorso- 
central hairs anterior to each; a single median row of short acrostical hairs on anterior 
half of mesonotum; presutural bristle weak and hairlike; 1 + 1 notopleural, one 
sternopleural, and one apical scutellar pairs of bristles as usual, strong; meso- and 
pteropleuron bare. Legs slender, fore femur slightly enlarged, with two strong postero- 
ventral bristles on distal half. 

Wing as figured (fig. 5); 2nd vein very long, paralleling costa, ending nearly in 
apex of wing close to 3rd vein, the 3rd costal sector less than (|-|) the length of 4th 
sector; submarginal cell broad, midway over 1,5 times the breadth of marginal cell; 
fore crossvein opposite about f the length of discal cell, latter broadening from base 
to apex, especially because of curve of 5th vein and length of hind crossvein; discal 
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cell long, its posterior angle not far from edge of wing, the hind crossvein longer than 
ultimate sector of 5th vein and over half the distance from crossvein to margin of 
wing measured along course of 5th vein. 

Male genitalia: Forceps (surstyli) moderately long and slender (fig. 8), each 6-7 
times as long as its narrowest breadth. 

?. As described for male but apparently often with more yellow or mottled areas on 
abdominal terga 2-6; 7th visible tergum conspicuously shining black except for 
yellow mesal area. 

Length of body and of wing, 1,75 mm. 

Holotype male, allotype, and 9 paratypes (4 5 $$), SOUTH AFRICA: Giant’s 

Castle Reserve, Drakensberg, Natal, 1 768 m, 18-23 Sept. 1961 (B. & P. Stuckenberg). 
In the Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg; paratypes in the U.S. National Museum of 
Natural History. Other paratypes: South Africa: S, 2 $$, Somerset East, Cape Province, 
Sept. ($), Nov. ($), and 10-22 Dec. (f) 1930 (R. E. Turner); f, Port St Johns, Pondo- 
land. May 1924 (R. E. Turner); cJ, Eshowe, Zululand, June 1926 (R. E. Turner) 
[British Museum (Nat. Hist.) and U.S. National Museum of Natural History]. 

Stenomicra trimaculata resembles S. fascipennis Malloch and relatives in having 
white-banded wings, but it differs in the more abbreviated band on the fore crossvein, 
which does not extend anterior to the 3rd vein. In this respect it seems closest to 
S. parataeniata Hennig from Costa Rica, but that species has extremely small white 
spots, the wing at first glance appearing entirely yellowish hyaline, the discal cell is 
shorter, and the fore crossvein is opposite the middle of the discal cell. 

The specific name is an adjective, from the Latin tres + maculatus, signifying 
‘3-spotted’. 


Stenomicra uniconspicua Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Colour as in S. trimaculata ; wing with three white bands, that over fore crossvein 
extending anterior to 3rd vein, that over hind crossvein ending at 3rd vein. 

<5, $. As described for S. trimaculata, and very similar to that species except as follows: 
Scutellum usually entirely blackish in ground colour, exceptionally slightly yellow at 
extreme apex; abdominal terga chiefly shining brown, without median yellow stripe; 
epandrium (f) chiefly black. Wing (fig. 6) light brownish hyaline, slightly darker on a 
median stripe between 3rd and 5th veins, the pattern as in trimaculata, but white 
bands broader, and that over anterior crossvein extending clearly anterior to 3rd 
vein, into the submarignal cell; bristles dark brown to blackish. 

Wing venation as figured (fig. 6), in general like that of trimaculata, but marginal 
cell wider in relation to submarginal, the latter midway only 1,3 or less times the 
breadth of the marginal; fore crossvein opposite slightly over midway the length of 
discal cell. 

Male genitalia: Forceps (surstyli) relatively broad (fig. 9), each 4,0-4,5 times as 
long as its narrowest breadth. 

Holotype male, SOUTH AFRICA: Gillitts, Pinetown district, Natal, 20 Dec. 1961 
(B. & P. Stuckenberg). Allotype, Town Bush, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, 18 Dec. 1961 
(B. & P. Stuckenberg). Paratypes: South Africa: 2 d 1 , 1 $, same data as allotype but 
12 Dec. 1961. Cameroon: $, Mt Cameroon, Onyanga, 2 469 m, 21 Jan. 1932 (M. Steele, 
by beating). Kenya: ?, Aberdare Range, Mt Kinangop, cedar forest, 2 438 m, Oct. 
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1934 (F. W. Edwards). Nigeria: Obudu, se. State, 1971 (J. T. Medler); (J, ?, 

Mambilla Plateau, Ngel Nyaki, montane forest, c. 1 676 m, 28 Nov-3 Dec. 1968 
(J. C. Deeming) and same data, but ‘overgrown cocoyam plots in village’. 

Holotype and allotype in the Natal Museum, Pietermaritzburg; paratypes from 
Natal in the U.S. National Museum of Natural History, from Kenya and Cameroon 
in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.), and from Nigeria in the Institute for Agricultural 
Research, Samaru, and the U.S. National Museum of Natural History. 

The species is very close to the Oriental S.fascipennis Malloch, but the male genitalia 
are quite distinct, the surstyli of fascipennis being slender and curved (Sabrosky 1965: 
fig. 4). The female from Kenya has a decidedly darker wing than the other specimens, 
and the wing thus appears to have two large dark brown bands, flanking the white 
band over the fore crossvein, rather than being a slightly infuscated wing marked 
with two white bands. However, the pattern is exactly the same, and I have assumed 
that the darker colour is an effect of the higher altitude. 

The specific name is an adjective, from the Latin urns + conspichus, signifying 
‘once conspicuous’ with reference to the one white band on the wing more conspicuous 
than the other. 


Stenomicra biconspicua Sabrosky, sp. n. 

Colour as in S. trimaculata ; wing with three white bands, both bands over cross¬ 
veins extending anterior to 3rd vein. 

c?, ?. As described for S. trimaculata except as follows: Scutellum and abdominal 
terga dark, as described for uniconspicua ; epandrium black; wing brownish hyaline 
with three white bands (fig. 7), those over crossveins relatively broad as in unicon¬ 
spicua but unlike that species both extending anterior to 3rd vein; apical area of wing 
with subapical weakly whitish areas both before and behind the apex. 

Wing venation as figured (fig. 7), the submarginal cell obviously wider than breadth 
of marginal cell. 

Male genitalia: Forceps (surstyli) moderately long (fig. 10), each five times as long 
as its narrowest breadth, widening slightly towards apex. 

Holotype male, SOUTH AFRICA: Port St Johns, Pondoland, 18-31 Mar. 1924 
(R. E. Turner); allotype, same data but 16-28 Apr. Paratypes: Cameroon: ?, N’Kol- 
bisson, pres Yaounde, 27 Nov. 1970 (L. Tsacas, light trap). Cote d'Ivoire: ‘Lamto’, 
Frange, Afroyomum, 19 Jan. 1971 (D. Lachaise). N. Nigeria: 2 <?<?, 1 $, Zaria, Samaru, 
16 July 1968 ($), 18 Aug. and 5 Sept. 1971 (J. C. Deeming); $, near Mokwa, Tatabu, 
24 Dec. 1971 (J. C. Deeming). Type and allotype in the British Museum (Nat. Hist.); 
paratypes from Nigeria in the Institute for Agricultural Research, Samaru, and the 
U.S. National Museum of Natural History; paratypes from Cote d’Ivoire and 
Cameroon in the Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 

This species is another of the wide-ranging fascipennis group, with species exceed¬ 
ingly similar, especially in the colour of the body and legs, the chaetotaxy, the wing 
venation, and the general pattern of white spots on the wing. The surstyli are similar 
to those of fascipennis, but the latter appear to be more slender, and strongly curved. 

The specific name is an adjective, from the Latin bis + conspicuus, signifying 
‘twice conspicuous’ with reference to the two conspicuous white bands on the wing. 
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